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Abstract

With the fall of Palestine as an easy prey in the hands of the Zionist
movement, and the establishment of the state of Israel on its debris,
the role of the traditional Palestinian leadership vanished due to the
abject failure of rescuing the country. The reason for this failure is the
absence of a clear national program for this leadership, as well as the
differences among them. The vanishing and disappearing of this
leadership led to the creation of a new Palestinian leadership within
the PLO, which has taken the task to bring consideration and respect
to the Palestinian cause through armed struggle to liberate the land, as
well as the intensified diplomatic activity, to bring the name of
Palestine back to the political arena.

The diplomacy of the PLO achieved many accomplishments on the
international level, such as membership in the United Nations, and
establishments of relations with many countries. In return of this, the
PLO made a lot of concessions, such as recognition of UN resolutions
242 and 338, through which the PLO tried to establish a channel of
communications with the USA. However, the channel between the
PLO and the US Administration has been closed after the operation
conducted by Abu Al-Abases group near the Israeli beaches.

The second Gulf War aggravated the problem of the PLO, due to its
sympathetic stance with Iraq. As a result, it has been made absent
from the Madrid Peace Conference and Washington negotiations.

The Palestinian leadership recognized that this situation would
increase its isolation. Accordingly, it tried to contact the Israeli side
through the Norwegian, which lead to the Gaza — Jericho Agreement.

The Palestinian diplomacy considered this agreement as a step on the
way to realize national objectives. It has opened many of the closed
doors in its face, particularly the USA; which sponsored the historical
ceremony in Washington on September 13, 1993.



By the end of the ceremony the implementation phase started and
faced many difficulties, particularly the Israeli government’s evasion
of implementing the agreement. This pushed the Palestinian
presidency, the International Cooperation Ministry, and the
Palestinian Legislative Council to pressure the Israeli government in
order to implement the agreements. However, if failed in attaining this
purpose due to the nature of relationship between Israel and the USA.
The Palestinian diplomacy suffered from the biased position of the
USA, which provided coverage and support to the Israeli actions. This
revealed that the United States in not serious in pressuring Israel to
honor and implement the agreed upon agreements.

In most cases, the USA used to call both parties to a summit in
Washington to solve differences between them. But, Israel evades and
escapes from the commitments it made in the summit. This is made
the peace process undergo in a series of consecutive crisis.

However, the Palestinian diplomacy considered the agreements signed
with the Israeli side as interim agreements, therefore its position was a
flexible one. The Palestinian side hesitated towards the invitation of
the USA, which was based on a request from the Premier of the Israeli
government Ehud Barak, to participate in a summit in Camp David, in
order to reach a final settlement to the conflict. The Palestinian side
believed that the summit would fail, because of the deep and wide gap
between the positions of both parties.

In response to pressure, the Palestinian side attended the summit,
which faced an inevitable failure, due to the proposals made by the
Israeli side. The Palestinian rejected these proposals as they do not
comply or match the Palestinian demands. The USA exercised its
pressure on the Palestinian side to accept the Israeli suggestions, but
the Palestinians refused to do. The Palestinians were not ready to
accept less than 22% of Palestine, as well as exchange ofland in
quantity and quality. All of this led to putting the blame on the
Palestinians for the failure of the summit. The end of the summit
witnessed a new and different stage of the conflict between the
Palestinians and Israelis, which include confrontations between them
until today.
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